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Galápagos National Park Rules 

All visitors to the Galápagos Islands must act responsibly and respect the unique environment at all 
times. The following rules are set by the Galápagos National Park Directorate (GNPD) and must be 
followed during your visit: 

1. Authorized Travel Only 

●​ Travel only with tour operators and boats that are officially authorized to operate in the 
protected areas of the Galápagos.​
 

2. Guided Visits Required 

●​ Visits to any protected areas within the National Park must be accompanied by a 
GNPD-authorized naturalist guide.​
 

3. Stay on Marked Trails 

●​ Always stay on marked trails at visitor sites. 
●​ Respect all signs to protect wildlife and ensure your own safety.​

 

4. Keep Your Distance 

●​ Maintain a minimum distance of 2 meters (6 feet) from all wildlife. 
●​ Do not approach or disturb animals, even if they come near you.​

 

5. Do Not Feed Wildlife 

●​ Feeding animals is strictly forbidden as it harms their health and natural behaviors.​
 

6. Photography Rules 

●​ No flash photography when photographing wildlife. 
●​ Professional photography or filming for commercial purposes requires prior authorization 

from the GNPD.​
 

7. No Smoking or Campfires 

●​ Smoking and campfires are strictly prohibited within the National Park.​
 

8. Camping Restrictions 

●​ Camping is allowed only in a few authorized areas. 
●​ Permission must be requested at least 48 hours in advance at the Galápagos National Park 

offices.​
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9. No Illegal Souvenirs 

●​ Do not take or buy any products made from banned materials, including:​
 

○​ Black coral 
○​ Shells 
○​ Lava rocks 
○​ Animal parts​

Native wood or plants​
 

●​ Removing or trading these items is illegal and must be reported.​
 

10. Prevent Introducing Foreign Elements 

●​ It is the responsibility of every visitor to avoid introducing foreign food, plants, or animals 
to the islands. 

●​ Fully cooperate with all environmental inspections and quarantine officials.​
 

11. Practice Leave-No-Trace 

●​ Help preserve the natural beauty by following leave-no-trace principles.​
 

12. Trash Disposal 

●​ Pack out all your trash and dispose of or recycle it only in populated areas or on your tour 
boat.​
 

13. Fishing Regulations 

●​ Fishing is allowed only on recreational tour boats authorized by the GNPD.​
 

14. Prohibited Activities 

●​ Motorized aquatic sports (e.g., jet skis), mini-subs, underwater scooters (DPVs), and aerial 
tourism activities are not allowed in the National Park or Marine Reserve.​
 

By following these rules, you help protect the Galápagos Islands for future generations and ensure a 
safe and respectful visit for all. 
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